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LOCAL NEWS                  February 2011___________________________________________________________________
Presidents’ Day Annual Banquet Set for Monday, February 21, 2011
Tables are filling up fast towards a possible sellout, so get your reservations in soon to hear 
our featured speaker Kimberley Strassel on the current Washington political scene.  She is 
on the distinguished Wall Street Journal Editorial Board and has a weekly column Potomac 
Watch, as well as frequent op ed articles in the Wall Street Journal.
Banquet begins with a member bar at 6:00pm followed by a 7:00pm gourmet dinner includ-
ing wine. Dress: semi-formal (jacket & tie). Senate Tables are full, so remaining ticket prices 
are $100 per person, or $1000 for a table of ten. Individual registrants will be assigned to a 
table if you do not have a host already.
Make checks out to SIRC and mail/tube to Tom Sharp, 6 Sedgewater Retreat, Savannah, 
GA 31411. For reservations, contact Gary Bocard at 598-1038 or g.bocard45@comcast.net.
_________________________________________________________________________
True Perspectives Seminar Series - 2011
The first event will be on March 30 at 5:00pm at the Plantation Club. Michael Toma, eco-
nomics professor at Armstrong Atlantic University will discuss the local versus national 
economy, along with the national debt ceiling and other fiscal issues. Other events are be-
ing arranged on state issues, ObamaCare Reform and Tax Reform (FAIR Tax).
________________________________________________________________________
2012 Election Process Begins - February 12
See p. 3 for those interested in being a delegate to the Chatham County Republican Con-
vention in March. Any registered Republican can attend the February 12 Mass Precinct 
Meeting at CCRC headquarters. Registration is between 9:00am and 10:00am. 
_______________________________________________________________________
County Hotel Building Proposal at Commission Meeting Feb. 11
Article on page 3 highlights potential building of a new convention center hotel using public 
fund guarantees. County Commissioners will discuss at 10:00am Friday February 11, 2nd 
Floor, Old Courthouse, 124 Bull Street. Public invited. 
________________________________________________________________________
Membership Dues
Statements for 2011 dues have been mailed; most have paid. Options were: Regular family 
$40, Sustaining: $100. If you’ve not paid yet, mail a check to SIRC, PO Box 15165, Savan-
nah, GA 31416; or tube the check to Jack Kaster, 2 Foxglove Lane (in Oakridge); or
pay on line at our website: skidawayrepublicanclub.com, or the easy way:
Drop dues check at the check-in table at Presidents’ Day Banquet, Feb. 21.
________________________________________________________________________ 
Key Future Dates
February 11 - Chatham County Commission Meeting on Convention Development
February 12 - Chatham County Precinct Meeting, 10:00am, CCRC Headquarters
February 21 - Presidents’ Day Banquet, 6:00pm, Plantation Club
March 30 - True Perspectives Seminar on the Economy, 5:00pm, Plantation Club
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Middle East Is Erupting Again
A candid and stirring view of the inherent conflicts in the 
Middle East was given on January 23 by an expert Israeli 
political/military analyst and strategy advisor Elliot 
Chadoff at the JEA center. This was delivered even be-
fore the recent events in Egypt,Tunisia and Jordan.
Chadoff’s overall conclusion?  Iran’s nuclear capability 
sesires, unless stopped by western powers, will come to a 
head likely in the next few years. Israel has the capability 
and the will power to make the last minute decisions to 
nullify or at least delay substantially the Iranian threat.  
And Israel would not seek permission from the US or any 
international body to take that necessary action to save 
lives in Israel from a head of state who has publicly said 
he wants to annihilate Israel (and also the US if he had 
the means.)  
Israel has already taken comparable actions (e.g. Iraq’s 
nuclear reactor bombed in 1981, Syria’s nuclear mishap 
in 2007, and, possibly but not substantiated, the computer 
worm that is currently ravaging Iran’s centrifuges).  
What’s Motivating Iran?
The major motivators of the radicals in Iran’s Shiite radials 
were the successful rebuffing of the “Great Satan” – the 
US – in the Embassy takeover in Tehran in 1979 and win-
ning the war against Russia in Afghanistan (ironically with 
the help of the US). No matter.
What’s important to these Islamic radicals is that it is now 
considered feasible that Sharia can flourish once again in 
the world – despite great and “misguided” powers tempo-
rarily having the upper hand. To borrow from Islam expert, 
Bernard Lewis, it can’t be that God has deserted Islam by 
giving temporary material success to the West; it must be 
Satan helping the US and other western states.  Hence 
their willingness to die for the cause.
As for Iran’s role, there may be a little wishful thinking that 
the Persian Empire could even return to its world domi-
nance of a few millennia ago.
What’s also troublesome to analysts on this is that the 
Shiites and the Sunnis (traditional mortal enemies) are 
willing to cooperate to oust the Westerners. Terrorist or-
ganizations Hezbollah (Shiite and Iranian sponsored) and 
Hamas (Sunni and Al Qaeda allies) have collaborated on 
a number of projects.  
And these revolutionary organizations are using suicide 
as a major tactic – including women as self-detonating 
martyrs – a clear violation of the Koran which prohibits 
suicide and especially allowing women to be martyrs.  
Thus these groups are really reformers not fundamental-
ists.  A true Muslim following the Koran would not sanction 
suicide as a weapon.
Israel, by the way, is merely a “little Satan” compared to 
the US who is the most hated “Great Satan”– and not be-
cause they have supported Israel, but the other way 
around. Hezbollah agents have already infiltrated in the 
US and are planning terrorist events here.

Would a Separate Palestinian State Calm Things?
Not going to happen, per Chadoff.  US Presidents have 
tried very hard, but to no avail. Obama even offered the 
Palestinians 97% of the West Bank (won by Israel in a 
war) as a separate State, with just a Palestinian  conces-
sion that Israel has a right to exist. They turned him down. 
Makes you suspect their motives – especially their lead-
ers whoever they are. How far back do you go to estab-
lish whose land is it really? Two or more thousand years 
ago, weren’t the original Israelis calling Jerusalem home 
even before the Palestinians organized. There never 
really was a country of Palestine. Back then there were a 
lot of nomads who really didn’t vote for a representative 
government much less have a seat of government, much 
less even believe in a civil government. And there was no 
Islam then to help arbitrate the question.
As for the removal of Israeli settlements from the West 
Bank, Israel pretty much said they would be willing to do 
it, but after an agreement was reached. Their track record 
is pretty clear on this as they did that very thing in dealing 
with Egypt, Jordan and Gaza.
Chadoff’s overall conclusion: there won’t be a separate 
state because Israel’s enemies don’t want it until and un-
less Israel ceases it right to exist. 
Will There be Armed Conflict in the Middle East?
Virtually inevitable, according to Chadoff.  And it could 
conceivably include nuclear weapons. Israel, who won’t 
admit to having them, would likely not use these hypo-
thetical weapons unless it were a last resort – e.g. virtual 
certain evidence that Iran was about to attack them using 
Iran’s newly developed potential.
Will Israel seek approval from the US or anyone else be-
fore using sufficient force to protect its survival? Of course 
not. Better to seek forgiveness than to ask permission. 
Would Israel be concerned about collateral damage from 
use of nuclear devices, such as downwind radioactivity?  
Despite their usual great care in trying to avoid collateral 
damage in conventional warfare – in contrast to their 
enemies – the basic premise for nuclear use is immanent 
risk of catastrophe for Israel.  Hence – don’t worry about 
some residual radioactivity.
The US is capable of destroying Iran’s nuclear threat by 
repeated and intensive use of conventional weapons with 
many air sortees. Israel does not have that luxury.
Similarly, Israel is capable of fielding a combat Army al-
most two-thirds the size of the current military active duty 
personnel, in a short combat, but that means nothing else 
gets done in the country because almost everybody 
would be in the fight, and no one home to build things.
On the subject of collateral damage, there have been a lot 
of incidents where bombs have gone off and different 
groups suspected as culprits. You can usually tell from the 
collateral damage. If one person was targeted and pretty 
much destroyed with little other damage – possibly an 
Israeli event. If numbers of innocent bystanders killed 
or wounded in the attack – bet on Hamas or Hezbol-
lah as the culprit.

OPINION By Mike Walters_________________________________________________________________________
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Chatham County Going in the Hotel Business? 
By Jeanne Seaver, Tom Baldacci and Mike Walters
Did you know that Chatham County Commissioners will 
be considering going into the hotel business? The 
County Commission on February 11 will initially discuss 
whether Chatham County should assume the role of 
project developer and guarantor of a $150 million pro-
ject.  Can they increase convention business through 
design and construction of a Convention hotel on 
Hutchinson island next to the existing Westin hotel. 
Questions?
What will be the effect on existing Hotel and resorts al-
ready in business? What happens to downtown Savan-
nah if a huge additional complex is built on Hutchinson 
Island? Why have large conventions not flocked already 
to the existing Convention Center?
How is the Westin facility doing? What will happen if we 
build another facility?  Will the private sector invest in 
this? If not, why not? How many jobs will be created and 
for how long? Who is the developer and builder, and 
how much profit will they make on this and how much 
continuing stake will they have in the project’s success?
Presumably these questions will be thoroughly dis-
cussed. The Assistant County Manager Pat Monahan is 
leading the discussion on this potential project. 
Skidaway Island’s representative on the County Com-
mission, Pat Farrell has provided more background in-
formation to us on this potential project. This upcoming 
meeting will be the first public vetting of the proposal, 
and one can expect some lively discussion.
Background
The Convention Trade Center opened in May, 2000, ac-
companied by seeking a large privately financed hotel  
to accomodate the convention trade. The Westin was 
the only one to step up and their preference was more a 
resort mode with a golf course, rather than a primary 
source of rooms for a trade center.  However, their small 
size (350 rooms) and apparent unwillingness to allocate  
large blocks dedicated to conventions was not ideally 
suited for convention trade. They also exacted a ten 
year non-compete clause which will run out soon. 
Chatham County has already spent nearly $100 million 
(Chatham special purpose sales tax and state funds) of 
public money for what's already there: the Convention 
Center and the road to get there.
The Case For Expansion
The current convention center is a very nice facility but it 
is not rented to capacity.  Another large hotel at that site, 
some believe, will make the convention center more at-
tractive to larger organizations who hold back now due 
to limited number of rooms at the Westin and limited 
ability to block rooms for conventions. 
More Questions
Why won’t the Westin expand if that is a good strategy? 
Or will another hotel chain take up the challenge? Is this 
the best use of scarce County resources? What are the 
chances that revenues will fall short and require direct 
County subsidy? What is the general trend in conven-

tions? If Baltimore, Austin and Nashville have done 
things like this, what portion of their total budgets was at 
risk? They are four to five times the size of Savannah.
And finally what about more basic questions? With 
states and cities across the U.S. slashing budgets and 
projects to pay for newly found unfunded pension liabil-
ity, what is Chatham County’s true pension liability on a 
realistic basis? What about the County’s infrastructure 
needs? What about the general trend towards less gov-
ernment spending and lower taxes? 
You Can Attend and Be Heard
If you are interested in this civic project, you should at-
tend this very important meeting and let your questions 
and opinions be heard. The Commission meeting open 
to the public starts about 9:30am, immediately following 
a 9:00 a.m. pre-meeting. Location: the Commission 
Chambers of the Old Courthouse, 124 Bull Street, Sec-
ond Floor (use State Street garage).  It is not clear how 
detailed written reports to the Commissioners can be 
accessed by the public. 
Contact information                                                                                         
Pat Monahan: 912-652-7870,  
pcmonaha@chathamcounty.org.  
Pat Farrell: 912-355-6699, patfarrell@bellsouth.net. 
Other Commissioners: chathamcounty.org  
Info: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hutchinson_Island.   
                                               
__________________________________________
Get Involved With the Election Process
By Jerry Loupee
If we are serious about We the People taking back our 
country, we might begin by getting familiar with how the   
national political parties work.
You can start with attending a mass precinct meeting on 
Saturday, February 12, 2011 at Chatham County Repub-
lican Party Headquarters at 11 East 73rd Street  (off Ab-
ercorn and in front of the big globe).  
The purpose of the meeting on Saturday is to elect Pre-
cinct chairs and to elect persons to be delegates to the 
Chatham County Republican Convention this year.  
Registration starts at 9:00 am and closes at 10:00 am 
when the meeting will be started.  It is important to get 
registered before 10 as after that official time, no one 
else may be registered or vote Any registered Republi-
can is welcome at the meeting.
The next key meeting: March 12, 2011 - the Republican 
Party County Convention in Savannah.
The 1st District Convention: April 16, 2011 in Camden 
County.
The State Convention: May 13-14 at the Macon Centre-
plex, 200 Coliseum Drive, Macon GA 31217.
Key links for further information for Chatham County, 
District and State are at www.: 
.  chathamgop.com
.  gafirstdistrictgop.com
.  gagop.org/realindex.php                                                            
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Savannah-Chatham Day at the State Capital
By Russ Peterson
Annually the local Chamber of Commerce sponsors 
Savannah-Chatham Day at our state capital in Atlanta. 
The 2011 agenda the Chamber developed for our legisla-
tors to consider this year included the following:
•  Funding the Savannah Harbor Expansion project
•  Reinstating 4-year terms for Chatham School Board 
•  Increasing statewide marketing to support tourism
•  Opposing reductions in Medicaid reimbursement rates
•  Raising the tobacco tax for Trauma Care & Medicaid
•  Funding the State trauma centers.
•  Managing the Unemployment Trust
•  Allocating $.001 of SPLOST for economic development. 
Harbor Expansion
The Governor, Lt. Governor, House Speaker, Chair of Ap-
propriations and Savannah Chatham legislators are all in 
support of the Savannah Harbor Expansion Project.  They 
need its positive economic impact our state, the region 
and especially Savannah. Even Atlanta’s Mayor supports  
the expansion, and he has strong ties to the White House. 
School Board Terms
With support by the whole Savannah Chatham delega-
tion, last year’s regulation on school board terms was re-
versed, and the terms will be changed back to four years. 
Balancing the Budget with No tax Increases
Much time was spent on the state commitment to passing 
a balance budget and not increasing taxes. This of course 
will have impact on many of the agenda items requested 
by the Chamber. This is the major challenge of the legis-
lature since states cannot print money. The current state 
legislators have an abiding belief in the principle of living 
within our means. What a unique concept. 
Tax Reform?
The no overall tax increase principle portends a very diffi-
cult year because many cuts in spending are coming 
without overall increases in the revenues. Nevertheless 
there will be a review of a tax reform proposal coming 
from the Special Council on Tax Reform and Fairness. 
This would be a consumption tax concept to offset some 
of the income tax reduction.  Hence it might increase fu-
ture taxes for some while reducing taxes for others. Retir-
ees might be seeing at increase as the retirement deduc-
tion could be fazed out or reduced. This would not be ap-
pealing to the retired population, and would reduce the 
appeal of people contemplating retiring in Georgia. 
Right now there is not overwhelming appeal for this 
among our legislators. It is also a safe bet that a final ver-
sion will not look anything like the original recommenda-
tion when the legislature is finished debating this reform. 
Yet tax reform is an important issue. Something needs to 
be done by the state that provides the incentives to create 
jobs to attract and expand businesses. The full report is 
available at fiscalresearch.gsu.edu/taxcouncil/indexhmt.
Hope Scholarship Program
The Hope Scholarship Program is now underfunded pri-
marily due to the lower revenues from the lottery. The leg-

islators are addressing this shortfall and are looking at 
various solutions like mean testing, but no decision has 
been reached at this point. However, all the legislators are 
committed to keeping the scholarship program. 
A Great Tradition Continues
This day is usually one of the best days in Atlanta, with 
the Chamber providing a great format for our community 
leaders to address the legislators. If you want to contact 
any of our local state legislators,  they can be reached at: 
•  Buddy Carter, State Senator: 
buddy.carter@senate.ga.gov/ 404-656-5109
•  Dr. Ben Watson, State Representative: 
ben.watson@house.ga.gov/ 404-656-0109      
                              
______________________________________________

Cornerstone of Obama Presidency Collapsing
By Dick Morris, February 3, 2011, RCP.com, abridged
How did Obama ever think that his program would pass 
constitutional muster? How could he imagine that the In-
terstate Commerce clause could cover something that 
wasn't interstate (health insurance cannot be sold over 
state lines) and wasn't commerce (failure to buy insur-
ance is not commerce) would stand up in court? He was 
so sure that he would win any constitutional challenge 
that he arrogantly failed to put in a severability clause so 
the bill  would survive even if parts were stricken down.
The Florida District Court decision may or may not prevail 
in the Circuit Court, but who can doubt that the Supreme 
Court, as currently constituted, will strike it down?
So where does this leave Obama? His stimulus package 
was a disaster. Yet Democrats ascribe its failure to its 
puny size (only $800 billion). Republicans understand 
when the government spends and borrows, it destroys 
jobs rather than create them. 
Now his health care bill is unconstitutional. What happens 
when an arch loses its cornerstone? It collapses.  The 
same fate awaits Obama in 2012.
Meanwhile, he continues the fiction that "we have broken 
the back of the recession." A GDP growth rate of 3.4% for 
the 4th quarter? Baloney. The price deflator used to dis-
count inflation on GDP growth was a ridiculous 0.3%. But 
the CPI rose by 2.6%. So GDP growth is just rising prices, 
not a recovering economy.
Half of new economic activity is build-up of inventories. 
Businesses are sitting on $1 trillion in cash, afraid to in-
vest. Banks are awash in capital handed out by the Fed. 
Consumers used stimulus money to reduce debt ($200 
billion in two years) - good for them but not for the econ-
omy.  But nobody is spending. Nobody is buying.
Obama's economic program is in ruins. His healthcare bill 
is unconstitutional. His financial regulation bill (Dodd-
Frank) has so harassed small and community banks that 
they have stopped lending to small businesses. And, on 
top of all that, he is losing Egypt to radical Muslim funda-
mentalists.    What a presidency! 
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The State of the Union: Broke
By Robert Robb, January 29, 2011, RCP.com
If President Barack Obama were being candid, he 
would have begun his speech on Tuesday as fol-
lows: "The state of our Union is ... we're broke."

However, it is clear that Obama does not regard the 
financial condition of the federal government as the 
most important challenge facing the country. In-
stead, he regards additional government actions 
and spending to improve our global competitiveness 
as more important.

Moreover, the real message of the State of the Un-
ion address is that Obama is not going to provide 
presidential leadership to put the federal govern-
ment on a sound financial footing until at least after 
the 2012 election.

The federal government, however, really is broke. 
According to the Congressional Budget Office, the 
federal deficit will reach $1.5 trillion this year. That 
will be three consecutive years of deficits in excess 
of a trillion dollars.

This year, for each dollar the federal government 
spends, it will borrow 40 cents of it.

And it only gets worse from here.

So far, the Social Security trust fund surpluses have 
been helping to finance general governmental op-
erations. That's coming to an end.

Benefits already regularly exceed income from dedi-
cated payroll taxes for the Medicare hospitalization 
and Social Security disability programs. According to 
CBO, this year Social Security retirement benefits 
will also exceed dedicated payroll taxes. That deficit 
becomes chronic and growing beginning in 2016.

There are those who say, don't worry, the Social Se-
curity trust fund is owed trillions by the general 
treasury for all those years it was running a surplus. 
That's true. But the general treasury has no money 
to pay it back. The only way for the general treasury 
to get the money to pay its IOUs is to borrow even 
more.

So far, despite the sorry state of its finances, the 
federal government has been able to borrow at 
cheap rates. That has to be coming to an end. The 
dicey global financial conditions have artificially in-
flated the demand for the debt of the U.S. govern-
ment. As investors gain more confidence in alterna-

tives, loaning more money to an entity that is al-
ready borrowing 40 cents on every dollar is going to 
look a lot less attractive.

The wisdom of Obama's strategy of government in-
vestments to improve competitiveness can be de-
bated. I'm dubious. But until the finances of the fed-
eral government are put on a solid footing, it doesn't 
matter.

Obama appointed a debt commission to make rec-
ommendations about putting the federal govern-
ment's finances in order. It did a surprisingly good 
job. It produced a plausible blueprint on reducing 
spending and reforming taxes in a way that both 
raises more money and is better for economic 
growth. The only place it whiffed was on Medicare 
spending.

Obama, however, has not embraced the recom-
mendations of his commission. Nor has he offered 
any proposals of his own that make more than a mi-
nor dent in the problem.

Now, I have no idea whether Republicans are willing 
to get serious about truly fixing the federal govern-
ment's finances either. The assumption is that doing 
so will be hugely politically unpopular. Neither side 
wants to go first.

Until now, the notion that truly fixing the federal gov-
ernment's finances would be politically suicidal was 
probably sound. But I sense that now is different, 
that the American people understand that the fed-
eral government has gotten in way over its head, 
and getting out is going to require big changes. The 
American people may now be ready to accept the 
sort of recommendations made by the debt commis-
sion or even the entitlement reforms House Repub-
lican Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan has 
proposed.

However, I also increasingly think it doesn't matter. 
At some point, people aren't going to be willing to 
loan the federal government huge sums at favorable 
rates. And then the politicians and the body politic 
won't have a choice.

That ugly day is probably coming sooner rather than 
later.

                           

Robert Robb is a columnist for the Arizona Republic 
and a RealClearPolitics contributor.                     
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Avoiding a Jimmy Carter Moment
By Oliver North, February 2, 2011, Townhall.com 
When Barack Obama went to Cairo in June 2009, he 
was lauded for seeking "a new beginning between the 
United States and Muslims around the world." His 
speech was spiked with apologies for what he believes 
are past American errors and omissions and peppered 
with Utopian calls for "peace in the Middle East," a 
"world in which no nations hold nuclear weapons" and 
upholding "the richness of religious diversity." The 
president also boldly proclaimed himself to be "a stu-
dent of history." But two years on, it appears he has not 
learned some of history's lessons very well.
Obama must have missed the lesson "What To Say and 
When" in Presidency 101. Harry Truman missed it, too. 
In January 1950, with Mao Zedong and the communists 
triumphant in China, Secretary of State Dean Acheson 
pointedly omitted the Republic of Korea from the Tru-
man administration's Asian "defensive perimeter." They 
were listening in Pyongyang and Beijing. Six months 
later, the Korean People's Army assaulted across the 
38th parallel and plunged the world into the Korean War 
-- at the cost of more than 36,000 American lives.
In October 1956, in the midst of Hungarian protests 
against Soviet occupation troops, President Dwight Eis-
enhower erred by allowing his administration to say too 
much. He raised popular hopes by having his secretary 
of state, John Foster Dulles, bring the matter before the 
United Nations Security Council. When the U.S. gov-
ernment's Radio Free Europe broadcast appeals for the 
Hungarian people to join the resistance and fight for lib-
eration, they did. Soviet dictator Nikita Khrushchev re-
sponded with 17 Soviet armored, mechanized and in-
fantry divisions to crush the rebellion. Nearly 3,000 were 
killed.
Jimmy Carter's presidency was a cascade of national 
security catastrophes precipitated by saying too much 
at the wrong time. On New Year's Eve going into 1978, 
he toasted the Shah of Iran at a state dinner in Tehran 
as "an island of stability." By August, the president was 
demanding "immediate, free and fair elections in Iran." 
On Jan. 16, 1979, the shah fled to Egypt, and two 
weeks later, Carter's ambassador in Tehran described 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini as a "Gandhi-like figure." 
Days later, after the ayatollah was declared "supreme 
ruler," a Carter administration spokesman described the 
"holy man" to be a person of "impeccable integrity." On 
Nov. 4, Iranian "students," supported by Khomeini's 5-
month-old Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps, sacked 
the U.S. Embassy and took 56 American citizens hos-
tage. They were held for 444 days. We still are living 
with the consequences.
Saying too much in the midst of turmoil was also a prob-
lem in 1991 after the liberation of Kuwait by a U.S.-led 
multinational coalition during Operation Desert Storm. In 
February, on Voice of America broadcasts, President 
George H.W. Bush urged "the Iraqi military and the Iraqi 

people to take matters into their own hands, to force 
Saddam Hussein, the dictator, to step aside." The peo-
ple of Iraq certainly tried. Within days of the Iraqi army's 
surrender at Safwan on Feb. 28, Shiite tribes in south-
ern Iraq and then Kurds in the north rose up to take on 
"the criminal tyrant" in Baghdad. When expected Ameri-
can support never materialized, Saddam dispatched his 
Republican Guard forces to brutally suppress the upris-
ing, at a death toll believed to be in the tens of thou-
sands.
Those are some of the lessons of history Obama ap-
parently doesn't understand. He was mute for weeks in 
the summer of 2009 as hundreds of thousands of Irani-
ans protested a fraudulent presidential election that re-
turned Mahmoud Ahmadinejad to power. Last month, 
evidently unmoved by appeals from then-Prime Minister 
Saad Hariri, the president was unwilling or unable to 
condemn a Hezbollah takeover in Lebanon. Three 
weeks ago, as protesters were ousting Tunisia's Zine El 
Abidine Ben Ali from two decades in power and rioters 
took to the streets in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan and Yemen, 
the O-Team finally began to take notice. But nearly eve-
rything Obama and his spokesmen have said seems to 
fuel the fire.
When Cairo erupted in violence after Friday prayers 
Jan. 28, a State Department spokesman told reporters 
that the administration was "reviewing U.S. aid to 
Egypt." If that was supposed to be a signal of support 
for the Egyptian military -- an ally in Desert Storm and 
the most respected government institution in the Land 
of the Pharaohs -- it didn't work. And neither Obama's 
silence on the role of the Muslim Brotherhood in the vio-
lence nor his televised pleas that "we pray that violence 
in Egypt will end and the rights and aspirations of the 
Egyptian people will be realized" have helped.
On Wednesday, White House spokesman Robert Gibbs 
urged Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak to "begin a 
government transition." When asked when such a 
change should occur, he replied, "Now (and) 'now' 
means 'yesterday.'" Just hours later, Fox News corre-
spondent Greg Palkot and cameraman Olaf Wiig were 
attacked and severely injured -- and the State Depart-
ment urged all Americans to get out of Egypt "immedi-
ately."
The administration has staked any hope of a positive 
outcome in this crisis on Mubarak's departure after 
three decades of rule. That's another lesson from his-
tory it may have missed. It was nine months after the 
shah fled Tehran that our embassy was sacked and the 
hostages were taken. If Obama wants to avoid his own 
Jimmy Carter moment, he might be wise to speak less, 
listen more and act quietly.     

      

Oliver North is the host of "War Stories" on Fox News, 
the founder and honorary chairman of Freedom Alliance 
and the author of American Heroes. 
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Power and the Law
by John Hayward, 2/2/2011, HumanEvents.com, abridged
The Obama Administration has been held in contempt by 
a New Orleans judge for extending its offshore drilling 
moratorium in defiance of a court order.  The Administra-
tion also declared its intention to continue with Oba-
maCare, in defiance of a court ruling that the inseparable 
“individual mandate” is unconstitutional. These incidents 
highlight the difference between power and the law.
These examples show that political power allows the 
Obama Administration to ignore the law.  Part of that 
power lies in Obama’s insulation from consequence.  He 
likely won’t be impeached for ignoring these court deci-
sions, and there are no other meaningful sanctions.  Thus 
ObamaCare will swiftly escalate to the Supreme Court 
and be resolved one way or the other. Yet the damage 
from Obama’s illegal offshore drilling moratorium is done – 
that industry has been essentially destroyed.
The Left’s notion of a “living Constitution” relies on the 
idea of power overriding law.  Some aspects of “living 
Constitution” have been stretched beyond anything re-
sembling their originally intended purpose, “authorizing” 
the federal government to do virtually anything it wants.  
This is profoundly contrary to the function of the Constitu-
tion as a body of supreme law that should restrain the ac-
tions of the government.
Asserting that we shouldn’t allow silly Constitutional 
phrases, scribbled two centuries ago, to block especially 
noble and compassionate government action also uses 
power to dissolve law. Look at the “individual mandate” 
judgment against ObamaCare.  The Constitutional princi-
ples protecting private citizens from being ordered to pur-
chase a product weren’t meant to be suspended because 
they’re preventing ambitious politicians from implementing 
a really neat plan. The sovereign rights of some were not 
meant to be overridden by the desperate needs of others.
If the only requirement for exercising government power 
becomes the compassion and virtue of a given agenda,  
we have conceded infinite power to the ruling class, be-
cause the power to judge compassion will rest in their 
hands. The law then becomes an instrument of power. 
Consider the fabled ObamaCare waivers. The ability to 
dispense immunity from this law conveys immense power 
upon the President.  ObamaCare becomes a weapon 
against everyone who is subjected to it.  Power comes 
from compulsion, and compulsion requires weapons.
The weight of our massive legal code brings power to the 
government. Virtually every American violates some ob-
scure law at any given moment. The IRS can’t figure out 
the tax code it is charged with enforcing.  For ordinary 
Americans, the law is a maze drawn by the mighty.
A large government can never be truly lawful, because it 
gains much of the power which sustains it through une-
qual application of the law.  The Administration recently 
granted a waiver from crushing environmental regulations 
to a California power plant - of great interest to Obama’s 
cronies at GE.  The blanket of statism smothering our 
economy has many holes, tailored to favored interests.

In a just and limited State, the law dilutes power, rather 
than sustaining it.  We wouldn’t have nearly as much po-
litical corruption if our politicians didn’t have so much 
valuable power to sell.  An adversarial media can act as a 
check on power, by howling at violations of the law – as 
they most certainly would be doing if a President McCain 
was ignoring court orders and destroying jobs in the proc-
ess.  A sympathetic media, on the other hand, can confer 
virtual immunity to the law by ignoring such violations.
The Left loves to bring “power to the people,” especially 
when praising a messianic figure like our current Presi-
dent.  Well, the Obama government can wipe out indus-
tries and compel people to purchase health insurance.  
The people have no ability to influence Obama’s behavior 
at all, as they could see from a State of the Union address 
that blithely ignored the landslide election just a few 
months ago.  In the absence of iron laws the State 
cannot ignore, it is very clear where the power lies.

John Hayward is a staff writer for Human Events and 
author of recently published Doctor Zero: Year One.
_____________________________________________
So Far, Not So Good
Powerline.com, February 4, 2011, abridged
We haven't been very critical of Obama's response to 
events in Egypt, but the current trend in Rasmussen's 
Presidential approval index suggests most Americans 
haven't been impressed. Ever since November, negative 
attitudes toward Obama have been softening. His overall 
approval among likely voters has risen a bit and, more 
noticeably, the "strong disapproval" in the index has mod-
erated. If that trend continued, the approval index could 
even go positive. But look at what’ s happened recently:

Similarly, Obama's overall approval has once again gone 
negative at 46/53. What could have caused this other than 
the Egyptian crisis? The guess is that most voters, like us, 
aren't particularly critical of Obama's actions with respect 
to Egypt. Rather, Obama does better when he is out of 
sight and out of mind, and when voters are reassured by 
Republican gains in Congress that his influence is 
checked. The current international crisis likely reminds 
voters how little confidence they have in Obama's judg-
ment or, more importantly, his strength when he is re-
quired by events to act as commander-in-chief.
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