
The 2021 legislative session of the Georgia General Assembly completed its business on 
Wednesday, March 31st and we officially adjourned Sine Die. Much was accomplished in the 
forty legislative days we had to work.  In the final two legislative days we had in the final week, 
we passed meaningful legislation that now heads to the Governor for his signature or veto.  
Much of our legislation that we considered this week were Senate bills that came over before 
crossover day ended or legislation that had been amended by one or both Houses, like the 
budget, and were in a reconciliation committee to work out the disagreements. 

One bill I eagerly supported was Senate Bill 107, legislation that created postsecondary 
education grants through the waiver of tuition and all fees for qualifying foster and adopted 
students by the University System of Georgia and the Technical College System of Georgia.  The 
bill provides that students who are identified as homeless or from a foster home situation are 
eligible for in-state tuition at University System of Georgia institutions for 10 years or until the 
student achieves a baccalaureate degree, as well as eligible for in-state tuition at Technical 
College System of Georgia institutions for 10 years or until the student achieves a diploma, 
certificate, or baccalaureate degree. This is good legislation to help those less fortunate. 

In our effort to reduce the hazing at college campuses we easily passed S.B. 85 called the "Max 
Gruver Act." This legislation expands the definition of "hazing" to include coercing a student 
through the use of social or physical pressure to consume any food, liquid, alcohol, drug, or other 
substance that would subject the student to a likely risk of vomiting, intoxication, or 
unconsciousness. The definition of "school organization" is also expanded to include 
associations, corporations, orders, or athletic teams that have students or alumni as its principal 
members. 

Another bill that passed was House Bill 146 which allows eligible employees of state 
government and local boards of education to be eligible for a maximum of 120 hours of paid 
parental leave for qualifying life events after six continuous months of employment. "Qualifying 
life events" are defined as the birth or adoption of child, as well as placement of a child in foster 
care. 

Due to recent and ongoing problems with social media, we passed S.B. 78, an invasion of 
privacy law which creates a felony crime for posting a sexually explicit photograph or video to a 
website, file sharing site, or message board, that advertises or promotes its services as showing or 
distributing sexually explicit conduct when the posting was made to cause harassment or 
financial loss and serves no legitimate purpose to the depicted person.  

We passed S.B. 100, legislation that would move the state to a year-round observation of 
daylight savings time year-round as the standard time. The key to this legislation is tied to the 
U.S. Congress that is considering legislation that authorizes states to keep daylight savings time 
year-round. 

One bill that impacts our area is S.B. 255 which is a grant program to support border region retail 
and tourism projects.  Under the OneGeorgia Authority, the grant program called the Border 
Region Retail Tourism Development Program is designed to help areas on a "border region" 
engage in commerce within 25 miles of the Georgia border. 

While the 2021 session may be over, we expect to be called back in for a Special Session to work 
on the reapportionment and redistricting process resulting from the 2020 Census.  I encourage 



you to please let me know of issues that are important to you in Effingham County and Chatham 
County.  I am in office 401 of the State Capitol.  My office phone number is (404) 656-7855 and 
my email is bill.hitchens@house.ga.gov.  I look forward to this session and serving all of you. 
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